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James Stewart's 
ANSWER 
To 
Penſioner Fagel's 


LETTER 
My Lind, 
Was ſo much ſurpriſed to ſee a Letter appear in 
Print, in January laſt, Entituled A Letter writ by 
Mijn Heer Fagel Pen/roner of Holland to Mr James 
Stewart Advocate, giving an account of the Prince 
an{ Princeſs of Orange's thoughts concerning the 
Repeal of the Teſts, an of the Penal Laws ; that retlecting 
on my ovn meanneſs, with the far difterent figure that 
your Lordſhip makes in the World, and withal con- 
fidering the remotenels of the occafion given for that Let- 
ter, the high and tender import of the matters therein 
treated, with the obvious Singularity of ſuch a forraign 
Interpoſition, beyond all ordinary lines and rules, I was, 
at firſt inclined todi{-beheve my own Eyes. 

True it is, that after my return into England in 7'y 
laſt, I was fo well ſatished with what I obterved of hs 
Majeſties ſincere Intention, and ſteady Reſolution, to 
perfect the Settlement of our Religious Liberty by a Le- 
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oal and Perpetual Eftabliſhment, (which I doubted not 
would calm the late violent dis{tracttions of theſe King-. 
doms, and in the end overcome that froward oppoli- 
tion which remains in ſome Spirits, too narrow for tuch 
a Bleſſing) that I thoughty! could not, in my little 
Sphere, do a piece of 'better Service both' to God and 
Man, than to contribute my {malt encleavours, towards 
the advancing cf ſo good a Work, and particularly, to- 
zards the removing of .ſome muſtakes and jealouhies, 
which I knew to be entertained 1n thoſe parts that 1 had 
left. -_ 

For thrs end, having obtained leave to write 
to a private Friend, who I judged might have opportr- 
nity to repreſent any thing I could ſay, to the beſt ac.- 
vantaze, I did by ſeveral Letters directed to. him (tcr 
to your Lordihip 1 neither ſent nor dire&ed any, as 
looking upon that to be a thing not only too preſumtu- 
ous, but alſo moſt improper, and againſt which I was 
expreſly cautioned) declare in what a ditterent poſture I 
had found things in theſe Kingdoms, from what I and 
others had believed them, while I was in Holland; and 
having in two of them eſpecially, (the only Letters in- 
tended for communication) laid down for my ground his 
Majeſties S1ncerity 1n all this affair, evident not only 
oy his Royal Word, but even demonſtrable by things 
themſelves, 1 proceeded to evince by a few Argu- 
ments the kquity and Expediency of repealing both 
Teſts and Penal Lawes, and that with a peculiar regard 
to ihe Prin» a 1] Prin 77 of Vomoa?s nent | 
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their Highnefles ReluQancy tothe thing, and Uneafineſs 
about it, eſpecially as to the Repeal of the Teft ; and wiſh- 
1ng,as Ido ftifl, that from the beginning they had comply- 
ed more heartily with his Majeſttes pleaſure for the eſta- 
bliſhing of this Liberty,and that they would yet reſolve to 


concur with him in 1t,- or that at leaſt the obſtruction of 


their known Diflent might be removed ; I adventured to 
- add the beſt perſwafivesI could think on for that effet ; 
defiring in the end that what I had written ſhould be im- 
parted to Friends,& chiefly to thoſe at the Hague, (where- 
of I hope your Lordſhip is {ti!l One, according to the ho- 
nour you were pleaſed toallow me while I was there) for 
their more full Information and Satisfaction. And this,to 
the beſt of my remembrance, 1s the Sum and Subſtance 
of all I writ on that occaſion. 

To this, after ſome waiting, Thad my Friends An- 
ſwer, telling me that he had confer'd with you upon 
the Subject, and found that the Prince had already de- 
clared himſelf in theſe matters, and particularly to the 
Lord Albeville His Majeſties Envoy ; and that He was not 
to be moved togoany greater length in them than he had 
then expreſt. I hat Anſwer having drawn from me a 
Return of ſome more earneſt Expreſſions of my gricf for 
ſo great an unhappineſs, I reſolv'd to infiſt no further. 

Mnly my Friend infinuating that he had ſtill hopes to 
get a more diſtin& and ſatisfying Anſwer from a better 
hand, (tho without naming any perſon) I attended the 


ifſue : And accordingly about the brg-nnirg of M'2-mber | 
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a Letter from your Lordſhip writ in Latin, with an Eng- 
l;h Verſion. | 
Thoſe I received at London : And acknowledge with all 
humility the fingular Honour you were pleaſed to do me 
therein ; which on any other occafion I ſhould certain] 
have exprefſed my ſenſe of,with all readineſs. But finding 
them to be Letters directly from your Lordſhip, (to 
whom i had not written) and that they contained an ac- 
count of their Highnctles thoughts, about the Repeal of 
the Tefts and Penal Lawes, {which Thad not d-fired) 
together with" your own Reaſonings in juſtification 
thereof ; Both your publick CharaQter, and the matters 
treated, moved me to put them immediately out of my 
hands, in the moſt ſafe and dutiful manner ; reſolvin 
rather to refer my ſelf to the knowledge that ſome 
perſons had of my ways, for clearing the miſtake infinu- 
ated in the entry of your Letter, (as if I had preſumed 
to write to you, or for ſuch a purpoſe) than to purſue 
with more noiſe an explication of what I thought 
would proceed no further. Yet my Friend adviſing 
me, by the next Poſt after that which brought your 
Letter, that when you gave it to him, you told 
him- you had given out a Copy or two to Friends 
there ; And my Apprehenfions ſuggeſting that a Letter, 
ſo dilligently and accurately writ upon ſo ſlender an oc- 
cation, might either have a further proſpeQ, or at leaſt 
be further made uſe of, I immediately returned him 
anſwer, that, tho I was confident you were far from in- 
terpoling 12 his Majeſties affairs, by cauſing any thing to 


be 


$7) 
be printed to his Difſervice, and no leſs affured that you 
would not ſuffer fo obſcure a name as mine to be unne- 
ceſſarily heard of in ſo great matters, yet I knew how 
ready ſome perſons in your Parts were to lay hold on 
any thing that might crofs his Majeſties purpoſe tor the 
Eſtabliſhing of this Liberty; and therfore I intreated 
him to uſe his utmoſt indeavours for the prevention. 
thereof. And accordingly I had his return, that though 
he feared you were no more Malter of the Copies you 


had given out, yet as to my private Letters, writ ſo 
familiarly and ingennouſly to himſelf, he would undoub- 


tedly ſecure them. 

So that truly when 1 firſt ſaw the printed Letter above 
mentioned, and perceived by the Impreſton that it was 
done in Holland, I did not doubt but it was-done without 
your Lordſhips privity, and therefore laidit' afide with- 
out once Reading it. 

. But nowthat there 1s come abroad anew Printiin your 
Lordſhips name, ( upon what provocation 1 know not ) 
which plainly affirms © That you were wery earneſtly de- 
« frred by me to write what were the Prince and Princeſs of 
& Orange's thoughts, concerning the- Repealing of the T:ſt 
« and Penal Laws, an that it was intimated to you that theſe 
© prefſeng defires were made by bis Majeſties Knowledge an 
Allowance ; Tcan no longer forbear, for thc vindication 
of his Majeſties Honour, und my own Duty, tocrave leave 
toſay,with all ſubmiſſion, that the difference of this Ac- 
count from what I have above repreſented, (and which 
Iam ſure is true in every point) muſt of neceſſity flow 


from ſome miſtake in the Report you have had of my 
Letters. 
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Letters, For fince I did not write any Letter to your 
felf, and that my writing to my Friend ' was not out of 
any curiofity to know their Highnefles thoughts about 
the Repealing of Penal Laws and Tefts, (which it is evi- 
dent I already knew ſufficiently, and which had been, 
as you well ſay, before particularly ſignified to the 
Margquiſs of Albeville) But for a quite diffrent purpoſe, 
as I have before ingerouſly repreſented it ; How could 
his Majeſties Knowledge and *.]]-wance be avouched by 
me for that which. was not ?: 1+ js true, I find it ſaid in 
one of mine, That what I writ onthe nineteenth of July 
was writ not only with Permiſſion, but according to bis Ma- 
jeſties minde ſufficiently expreſſed. And this may alſo have 
been elſewhere repeated in other terms. But its as true 
that the intent and meaning of thoſe words was only to 
inforce ſome Arguments I had: uſed for Liberty, which 
my Friend inclined to think I had too confidently ad- 
vanced ; and no wayes to aflume to my ſelf an authori- 
ty for writing what I really neither had writ, nor in- 
tended to write. There being nothing more certain 
than that, although his Majeſty might have permitted 
' me, as he doth many others, to uſe my little endeavours 
for the advancing of his Service, yet 1t was never either 
thought hy my ſelf, or moved to me by any other, to 
write to your Lordſhip, or to any other Perſon, ei- 
ther in his Majefties name, (a preſumption and indecency 
which F cann ot mention: without” bluſhing) or in the 
name of any ofhs Secretaries: And neither was there 
the leaſt neceſhty to inquire intotheir Highneſles thoughts 
1n the aforeſaid matter, . fince they were already perfet-- 
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ly known, and to none more diſtintly than to his 
Majeſty himſelf, as all my Lenters do very plainly ſup- 
le. 
Seeing therefore that this laſt Print doth, in ſeveral 
paſſages, intimate that your Lerter of the Fourth of 
November was not only a true Letter, but publiſhed by 
our order, (tho I know not why it ſhould infinuate as if 
that Letter had been firſt printed in England) and that 
any thing relating to me 1s — extrinfick to the 
int of the reality of your Letter ; I cannot but again 
in all humility with that Yaw Lord/hip had forborn 
to preſs lo hard upon me, for juſtifying a Publication 
which evidently was a pure Act of your own free choice, 
an | no doubt calculated for a far different End thaa 
what was by me intended. 

But fince I have acknowledged that you did me the 
honour to write to me, and that you now own the prin» 
ted Copy to be the true Copy of what was ſo writ, 
and thereby as it were call me to confider it more parti- 
cularly ; I thail no longer decline the liberty you allow 
me, but freely explain my thoughts upon it 1n all fince- 
rity ; and ſubmit them to your profound Judgment ; 
Eſpecially ſeeing it 1s 1n order to no otherEnds than thoſe 
I formerly propoſed, and which I am perſwaded You 
approve as much 3s I do. 

What you declar2 to be their Highneſles thoughts 
and opinion, concerning the Repeal of the Tf and 
Penal Lyvs, as it was not the Subject of my Inquiry, to 
is it ahove the Sphere of my Conſh1eration ; only ſecing 
They ice to be under no reſtraint, as toa fuil con- 
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pliance with his Majefties defign, except from their care 
of the Security of the Proteſtant Religion, I am not with- 
out hopes that, when they ſhall have confidered his 
Majeſties no leſs expreſs Purpoſe for the Eſtabliſhment 
of ony, (rhe only Secular Sccurity and Advantage 
that Gods Religion requires) than for the procuring of 
the aforeſaid Repeal in order to Men's juſt Relief, T heir 
Highnefles ſecond Thoughts may yet happily advance, 
and ripen fo fair an Appearance. 

But the Queftion, as by me formerly ſtated , was 
preciſely, © Whether all Piorcſtant Diflenters ought not 
©to concur with his Majeſty, by contr ibuting their beſt 
© Endeavours to have the Penal Laws in matters of Re- 
©ligion and Conſcience abrogated, and the preſent rs 
© berty legally Eſtabliſhed and Fixt ; And whether, 
His Majeſty (ſhould 1 in Favour of his Roman Catholick Wy 

' jects think fit to make the abrovating of the 1] eft a co::.- 
© dition of. the continuance of his Grant of Lit erty, He 

© ought not 11 this alfo to be readily gre tified, for ſo great a 
© Favour. Nowyour Agreement as tothe entire abrogati- 
en of all Penal Coercive Laws 1s altogether becoming 
your « Sound Judgment and Chriſtian Charity. Your Hafi- 
tation ſeems to be about the Law of the T<«ſt, and thoſe 
other [,aws made for excluding RomanCaths! i.ks from Pub- 
lick Truſts, and ſecuring the Protcftant Religion ; to the 
repeal whereof you think no Protcſtunt can in Conſcience 
conſent. Andthe | um and torce ing! cms Reaſonings re- 
folves into ths * That the Laws for the Teft - -n qd ſ-b' ng 
Roman Corbolicks to enjoy Pubilck Tru? s contain no Severiti- a- 
gainſt them, nor import any wrons that any who cannot cow \'y 
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with their Conditions ought juſtly to complain of ; But that they 
were fairly made jd be C i of em Sev, 
and the very Natural Right of all Palitick Bodies,who bave ever 
made Laws for ſecuring the publick eftabliſhed Religion, and 
their own Safety, by excluding the Enenues thereof from all Pub- 
lick Employments. And the Law for the Teft being of this 
Sort,, you conclude that the Repeal of it would take away all the 
Security of the Proteſtant Religion, and expoſe the Nation to 
moſt certain Danger ; Becauſe All Governours de naturally fa- 
wour thoſe of their own Religion;and the way of Roman Catholicks 
is ſo unequal towards Proteſtants, that it muſt be concluded they 
would never agree with them in the joynt-adminiſtration of Pub- 
lick Truſts, but would preſs his Majeſty in Conſcience until they 
were poſſeſſed of All, even to the depriving Proteſtants of the Sup- 
port of the Law, and Proteftion of the Magiſtrate. So that on 
the one hand it 1s indeed manifeſt by the whole ſubftance 
of your Diſcourſe I hat, if the Repeal of the Teſt and Ad- 
miſſion of Roman Catholicks to Publick Employments do 
take away all the Security of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
expoſe it to Ruin ; then notrue Proteftant ought to con- 
ſent to it ; But ofithe other hand it follows no lets evi- 
dently, "That if it can be ſhewed that the Proteſtant Reli- 
910n may be ſufhctently ſecured without the Law of the 
Teft, and moreover that the Legal Eſtabliſhment of the 
preſent Liberty ( as defign'd by his Majeſty) doth in all 
probability tend more to the Advantage than Prejudice 
of the Proteſtant Religion ; then they both may, and 
ouz2hr todo it 
But becauſe the matters in hand do, above a!l others, 
require A clear and tound _— tree trom all preju- 
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dice and pre-poſſeſſion, and are not to be determined 
by general rules only and abſtract notions, but ought to 
te examined with a juſt exactneſs 1m all their circum- 
ſtances ; Before I go any further, I muft intreat you (in 
the fiſt place) to remember the ſolid RefleQzon you 
make in your Lettcr upon the Spintuality & Heavenli- 
neſs of the Chriſtian Religion : Which I am ſure,if duly 
confidered and improved, would not only convince 0- 
thers, as it doth you, of the abſurdity of all forcible 
and coinpulſory methods. for its advancement , but alſo 
compoſe and fweeten Mens minds, and thereby pre- 
pare them to a more clear underſtanding and equitable 
determination of the point in Controverfie. 

Fhat Faith and Obedience towards God (which are 
only ſo far acceptable to him,ſo they proceed from a wil- 
ling minde) cannot be conſtrained, without an open 
mockery of God,and violence to the rights of Men, 
154 plain dictate of Reaſon,which all Times and Diſpen- 
fations have acknowledged. But more eſpecially that gen- 
tle Spirit of the Goſpel, which Chriſt lo often owns and 
recommends, and whoſe CharaQters are ſo vifible in all 
his ownand his Apoftles PraQtces, ſeems to carry the 
thing yet a greater length. I need not put you in 
minde- that the Goſpel was not ſent. ( as the Law ) 
unto One, but unto All Nations ; that our Lord, by af- 
ſerting his Kingdom not to. be of this World, doth not 
only afture to all men their Civil Rights, as then by them 
poſlefled, but in my opinion removes its Adminiſtra- 
tion further than 1s commonly ſuppoſed from all Secu- 
lar Mixtures; And that Gad s Choice of the Foolith- 
nels 


(13) 
neſs and Weakneſs of Men for its Propagation (defign 
edly and expreſly to the greater commendation of the 
power of his Grace) doth very probably ſupercede much. 
of that humane Caution which men have thought fit, but 
never with any- Succets, to add to his better Counſel. 
But undoubtedly if any man —_ ponders how the 
Goſpel at firſt fet out, and how A own pure and ſpi- 
ritual Weapons, without any afhiſtance of men's Laws, 
x proſpered, to the ſubduing of the World ; and at the 
fame time call to mind that certain 'I ruth, £; hat every 
thing 1s beſt prelerved by the fame Cauſes that produced 
it; He will hardly be induced to think that theſe Ex- 
clufive Laws, winch you fay are now ſo Cuſtomary in all 
Chriſtian Kin zdoms and States, are indeed fo neceflary 
as 15 imagined for the Conſervation and Security of Re- 
Iigion. For my part, when | reflec on plain matter of 
Fa&t, viz. That when the Goſpel did at hiſt get footing, 
m Cities or Kingdoms, and its Diſciples came afterwards 
to be perſecuted by the Government and Body of the 
People, ſtill Pagan, ( it may be by Telts as well as other 
Penal Laws ) __ did not lay the ftrels of their Apulos 
gies upon the I'ruth of their Profeſſion ( which they 
knew their Perfecutors rej-ctell ) but only upon their 
Civil Rights and Liberties, as Men ; 1 cannot but think 
it very. unjuſtihable for the fame Por !011s, or others of 
the ſame Perſwafin1 ( when aitorwards grown more nt!- 
merous and powerfu') to retuliute the fame acaling to 
their old Adverſaries. But, not to prefs too hard upon 
thee Excluding Laws, which 1 believe many, think- 
ing pioully that. Gods Gitt 0 erved their beſt care, 
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have introduced in great fincerity ; I ſhall only add, that 
as it 15 evident they were never any where enacted for 
the Preſervation of Religion, until Religion had firſt 
prevailed and done its greateſt work, So the beſt Effects 
they have ever produced, have always been, either to 
make Hypocritical Converts, or elſe to diftinguith, IrTt- 
tate, and unite into a Factious Obſtinacy, ſuch as in pro- 
bability would ſooner have yielded to a more equal and 
moderate I reatment. But the beſt of it 1s, That thoa 
RulingClergy,(the wort of Politicians)have always been 
oblerved to be moſt forward to procure ſuch Sanctions, 
Yet are they ſti!) but Human Laws and Expedients, and 
therefore abſolutely at the diſpoſal of the ſame Powers 
that made them, 

But in the next place, Since you have been pleated to 
interpoſe fo far in our Aftairs, let me now intreat you 
, to enlarge your I houghts a Jittle further upcn our pre- 
{ent Circumſtances. The King is our coveraign ; And 
his Majeſtizs Perſwafion and Rc ligion, with what he hath 

already done, and may hereafter uo, as alſo what he de- 
fans to have done in Parliament touching this Liberty, 
are ſufficiently known : Nor-are you altogether a Strar.- 
ger to the State of Religion, the Parties who compoſe it, 
the Laws made about 1t, and the fleets they have pre- 
duce), within the{e Kingdoms. Now for my part, 1 
hea! tily with that the Church of Englan. { had always been 
as much Protcſtant as at preſent he pretends to be; That 
now, wien ſhe hath leifure, She may no lefs zealouſly 
mind and cleave to her own Poctrine,nd its fincere Lo- 
vers, than ſometime we have fcen her violent for her 
Ceremonies, 
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Ceremonies, and angry at Men that were not of her 
Faſhion ; and, what ever may be the iſſue of things, That 
all Proteſtant Diſſenters may always love her more (if more 
be poſſible ) for our agreement in Subſtantials, than ſhe 
hath hated and perſecuted them for their difagreement 
in Circumſtantials. But confidering what opinion ſome 
Men have entertained about the good effects of theſe 
Penal and Exclufive Laws, And, on the contrary, what 
Sutterings many I houſands of Proteſtants have in all 
times undergone, and ſhould {till in all appearance have 
undergone by them, even to their utter undoing, if his 
Majeſty had not graciouſly vouchſated to hinder it ; An 
obſerving at the lame time how improbable, or rather 
impolhible, 1t 15 that the Church of Englan!, if in Power, 
ſhould either remain without thote Laws, or ſuffer 
thole Laws to remain without Execution ; T muſt 
humbly crave leave to f{ay, that for Proteſtant Diſſenters 
to neglect the preſent opyortunity, and not to comply 
with his Majefties plealure to have thc m totally and for 
ever abrogated, 1s, in my opinion, no better than to rc- 
jet the Goodnels cf God, ard 10 abandon themſelves to 
their Adverfaries. It hath been the fate of theſe King 
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Had Cas a!l thinking men auſt grant) the faireſt advan« 
tage to promote it, by pniluing only thoſe methods 
which he tound ready diipoſed to his hand ; yet hath 
been piciſed, out ot lus juſt couſiicration ot the true 
Kights of God and Man, and his tender and tatherly 
care of all his Pco;le, to d-.ver us out of bondige, and 
introduce us into a tate of Chiiltian Liberty. This 
as 1t 15 his Adajeſties peculiar glory, d-nicd to all his pre- 
deceflors, 0..gat the rather to be cluted withal by his 
People. And lurely we are not juſtiy blamable, 1t net- 
ther the unhappy relicks of old Prejudices, nor preſent 
Jealouſt:s, nor even future Hopes, do hinder us from 
embracingz the prelent opportunity of ſecuring to our 
ſelves and to our poſterity to groat a Bleſhng. 

The greateſt part of what I have here ſaid I know 
you will readi]y afjent to, and that it is only the Law 
of the Teſt, (which you judg to be both righteous and 
neceflary) that you would have ſtill maintained. And 
therefore ( reterring my tull Antwer upon that head to 
1ts proper place) I inall only here again put you in mind 
that the King 1s our Soveraign, whole power poes far, 
both as to the beltowing of Publick Imployments, and 
alſoas to the continuing or reſtraining of our preſent 
Liberty at his pleafure ; That it is ro me unaccountable 
how any Proteſtant ſhould think the enjoyment of our 
preſent Liberty not to be more valuable than all our ex- 
clufive Laws ; and that, as I have above given a hint of 
my own fcnſc of ail {ich human ca'itivus, to] hope it 
will eaftly Le made a; pear, thut there is neither that 
ſecurity 18 the Jeſt nor danger 1n 1ts Repeal, which 
ſome 
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ſome Men, pretending in ſhew to keep up the Teſt againft 
| Roman Catholicks, but intending in reallity to keep up the 
Penal Laws againft Proteſtant Diflenters, would gladly 
have you and other Strangers to believe, on their bare 
aſſertion. : 

But further yet, I would again humbly beſeech you to 
obſerve, that 1t 1s not a fimple Repeal of Teſts and Penal 
Laws that his Majeſty pro 'oſes, but really and princi- 
pally the Eftabliſhment of an equal and fair Liberty ; 
which is the onely Secular Advantage, as I have alreaily 
ſaid, that true Religion requires, Men talk ordinarily 
of the repeal of Tefts and Penal Laws, as if that were 
the only thing intended: And thereupon their Min:!s 
are immediately over-clouded with this Prejudice; That 
the Proteſtant Religion moſt needs be hereby diveſted 5 
all Lega! Security, Whereas on the other hand, if thy 
would take notice how careful Hrs Majeſty hath been 1 1 
His firſt Proclamation, and in His Anſwer to moſt of t1- 
Addreſſes, to declare himſelf for ſuch a juſt and ſec.re 
Liberty of Conſcience as may for ever ſet us free fromPeric- 
cutions and Impoſitions, and how, in His late Proclania- 
tion of the I wenty ſeventh of Aprillaft, He publiſhet!1 
his Refolution to uſe his utmoſt indeavours * to eſta! / 
© Liberty of Conſcience on ſuch juſt and equal Fon {:- 
© tions as wlll render it unalterable, and ſecure to al Pc - 
s ple the free exerciſe of their Religion for ever , They 
might eaſily reſt ſatisfied that the Proteſtant Religion 15 t0 
loſe none of the Security ſhe now enjoys, by all that is 
antended ; ſave only the power of Perfecuting and 1Im- 
pofing upon others, which you your ſelf do Condemn. 
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It is true, you think the impoſing of Teſts upon all 
Perſons in publick Imployments is no undue Impofition, 
But whether it be ſo or not, and whether the Law of the 
Teſt be that great and inditpenſible Security of the Prg- 
teſtant Religion which you indeavour to make it, Ifhall 
now go on to conſider. And becauſe in ettect nothing 
can be ad{ed to what hath been {ſo fully taid, and often 
repeated, by others, on this Subject, I ſhall do it with 
all poſſible brevity. | 

You fay then againſt the repeal of the Law of the 
Teſt, and other excluſive Laws ; Firſt, That they con- 
tain no unjuſt Severity. zdly, That ſuch Laws are agreeable 
to the Right an1 Rules of all King toms an! Ciil Sccieties, 
an4 are uſed in all Chriſtian King4oms an4 Common-Wealths, 
Anlzdly, That they are the chief Security of the Protcſtant 
Religion in theſe King loms, and that tbe taking them away 
would expoſe both te Proteſtant Religion and the People of + 
theſe King.loms to Danger and Ruin. 

As to the firſt, whether the excluſive T.aws contain 
any unjuſt Severity I ſhall not much conten.. It 1s known 
that within theſe few Y-ars we have ha | in Fng/an: Teſts 
of ſeveral Faſhions, and tor divers Pertwaſio:is, and that 
{ome of them have bun fo feve;- as to throw Men not 


only out of publick I np!ovin« 11s ht out of their private 
Callings, an {1 TO Ae: rive them of thu Dai'y Bread. 
A Man may alio advoniury to lay tit, all things duly 
we! hed. T heſ- preten le4 £19 +5 an 4 [6 +1 al [ +(ts have in our 
res] Experience ben more 11 pudicial to tre truc In- 
tereit of Religion, and thc Porn ant Wel-fare of theſe 


Nations, than ever the total Repeal can, inthe moft 
Rrained 
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ſtrained rational Conjeture, be hurtful to either of 
them. So ftrange and unaccountable a thing is this hu- 
mour of Teſting, 

But ſeeing you ſeem to confine your ſelf to the Teſt 
againſt Roman Catholicks appointed principally for the two 
Houltes of Parliament, ſhall add more particularly; Firſt, 
that according to what I have above touched, this appears 
to be but an extraneous unwarranted human Caution, 
and that it may juſtly be thought ſtrange that, after Re- 
tigion had through its own heavenly Power and Methods 
prevailed againft all the human Laws, Councils, and o- 
ther hinderances that ſtood in its way, Men ſhould re- 
laps, from tuch Divine Grounds of Confidence, to their 
own weak Contrivances, for its ſupport and continuance: 
An further, that, however innocent you may now judge 
this Injunction to be; Take the 1 eſt, or quit all publick 
Imployments ; Yet Tan fully affured, that, If in the Pri- 
mitive tunes a Prin:- or other Magiſtrate k turning 
Chriſtian, had, for thc berrer Conſervation of his Religi- 
on, ſet forth an Kv1:t ro iis thil Pagan Subjects, com- 
manding them to 71 jrom vain I (ols tc ſerve the Living 
an{ Tru: Got, or eiſe t9 9 lake all pubiick Places an{ Truſts, 
He would have been Con:lemnel tor it by Chriſt an l all 
his Apoſtics. 

$e:61.41y, That the effeAs of ſuch Excluſions in all tines 
have becn no better than their Cauſes; and that,inſtea l 
of preſerving and ſecuring our Religion, they have onely 
brought into 1t hypocritical and falſe Converts, or pro- 
voked thoſe that were rejected to a more froward Obſti- 
nacy, and wotle Practices, who otherwiſe might have 
been 
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been gained by Gentleneſs and Patience, which are the Yee 
nuine Methods of true Chriſtianity. 

And Thirdly, "That thoſe who by Birth-right have a 
real Title to all the Honours and Priviledges of Peerage ; 
and even All Men, Who, upon the like ground, do natu- 
rally judge that they have at leaſt an equal right of ac- 
ceſs to Places and Preterments in the Soczeties whereof 
they are Members with others of their Degree and Quatli- 
ty, will never be per{waded to think that there 1s no Ye 
juſt Severity 1n thole excluding Laws which deprive them 
either of their acknowledged Priviledge, or no leſs va- 
Inable Pretenſions. And fince you are pleated to tell us 
That it is their Highnefles Judgment, That no man ſhoull 
b2 ill uſed becauſe be differs from the Publick and Eſtabliſhed 
Religion, Þ queſtion a little how you can reconcile 
the depoſang of Peers, and cavil Excommunication of all 
others, {which 1 am ſure 1s no good ulage) for not taking 
the Teſt, to fo true and honeſt a Judgment. It is eafie for 
men who have either got themſelves into publick Places, 
or got above the deſire of ſuch Places by a true Chriſti- 
an Mortification,to fay with you, T hat it is but a ſmall, if in- 
dee{ any, Alvantage to have a ſhare in the Government, But,on 
the other hand, If it be confidered that, As hundreds of 
Freemen can willingly conhne themſelves to the narrow 
corner of a private Houfe, who yet could not endure to 

e impriſoned in a Palace; So it is the Exclufton,eſpecial- 
ly when lookt upon as Cauſeleſs and Unjuſt, that in this 
Caſe 15 really grievous; I am perſwaded no impartial man 
will undertake to viadicate the Laws that enacted it from 
a great meaſure of Severity. And this I ſay from ſo 
difinterefled 


(21) 
Aifingergiſed and ſo unbyaſled a Judgment, that, 
for ay.,own part, I fincerely proteſt that I am not 
only well content with my preſcht Condition, but 
(if it might in any fort facilitate his Majeſties Chri- 
{tian delign of Liberty) I would allo readily conſenc 
that all Difenters, and my 1elf amongit the reſt, 
ſhould bz made incapable of all the more tempting 
publick Imployments tor ever. 

But for juſtifying of thele excluſtye Laws, you 
lay in the 1econd place, That they are agreeable to the 
Fight and Rules of all Kingdoms and Civil Socteties, to whom 
it was nzy2r demed to make Laws for thetr own ſafety, and 
for that ent to preſcnbe the Conditions and Gualities that they 
Judge neceſ. wy for all that ſhall bear publick Imployments.Now 
that all Governours may and ought to make ratio» 
nal and juſt Laws for their latery, and for the due 
conferring of their publick Imployments, 1510 my 
mind 10 little to be doubted, that it needed not at 
all to have been mentioned. The only Speculation 
propzr for our cale 1s, Whether Theſe Excluſrue Laws 
upon the account of difference in Retigion , be either 
warrantable or profitable. And lecing that I have 
already told you that they. not only incroac'1 upon 
Mens natural and civil Rights and Libertics, the 
principal Ends of Government, but. do allo in tome 
fort bring a conſtraint upon the Profeliion of 2c 
Truth, which ought to be moſt tree, and which the 
Apoltle expreſsly will have to ſtand not in the Wiſz 
dom of Man (ſuch as Penal Laws and Te{ts are) but in 
the Power of God,or in the ſame ſpiritual and heaven- 


iy 
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ly means whereby it was firſt- eſtabliſh&@=anq'! ;x 
undoubtedly beſt preſerved, Ifſhall not trouble y 
with Reperiticns. I 1ee-you add that fuch #08 
havealſo been and are uſed in all Chriſtian King- 
doms and Common-Wealths ; and you might as tru- 
ly have ſubjoyned; That even Proteſtants, when pre- 
valent, do by their Practices juſtitie Roman Catholicks 
11 that very point for winch they condemn them 
in tieir Diſcourtes, Buttho I confc15 that there is 
not ng more natural than for Men to be anxt- 
ouily caretul to preſerve what they eſteem, and in 
this. their anxiety to judge their own way the belt, 
eſpecially when either Patlion or Self-intereſt enter 
into the deliberation z Yet conſidering the experi- 
ence we have had of the fruitleineſsof thefte Exclu- 
ſions, and that there 1s nothing more becoming Men 
profeſling to be aflured that their Religion 1s Chriſts 
true Religion, than to- reſt upon the ſame me- 
thods tor its conſervation which he, who had the 
choice of all, thought only fit to make uſe of for its 
Propagation 3 and conlidering allo that it hath 
pleaſed God fo to order things, that his Majeſty . 
(the Head &Fountain of the Government)is of a dit- 
ferent perſwaſion from the main Body of the Peo- 
ple,and ſo might juſtly turn all this your reaſoning 
againſt us ; I can ſcarce forbear-to wonder that Men 
ſhould refuſe the fair Equality which he propoſeth. 
Had it been the Divine Will that his Majeſty and 
his People had agreed - in the ſame Profeſſion, it 1s 
more than probable that, whatever might haye _ 
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his Maj jeſty's Indulgent diſpoſition the preſent 


Queſtion would not has e been moved.But ſince this 
15 not our caſe, and that the Kingdom and Govern- 
ment are certainly in his 1 Tands,I mult crave leave 
to ſlay that your Arguments trom the Rights and 
Cuſtoms, and from tixe providencial Counci!s of 


all Governments, makes more azainſt you than for 


you ; and that I anr very inclinable to believe that 
if the Soveraign Power were as much Koman C.rho- 
fck in your Provinces as it is with us, 1t would pro- 
duce ſuitable Efteets. And therefore, {lince your 
Argument rather. commends his M-/ir-s gracious 
Condeſcention, than any way impugns his Detign, 
I cannot but with that, in a matter in it ſelf 1o 1n- 
different, it may accordingly perlwade all Men to 
a juſt compliance. 

But becauſe the Interency T here mention is that: 
which you can hardly bear, and that the force of 
all your Reaſonings lies in the third Point,viz. That 
theſe Excluſive Laws are the chief Security of the Prote-- 
ftant Religion,and that the t taking them away would ex- 
poſe the Proteſtant Religion, and the People of theſe 
Kingdoms, to Danger and Ruin, Ithall now proceed to 
exXamin more clolely what you are pleated to fay up- 
on 1t : Not doubting,in the mean while,buat we are 
fally agreed that the true and principal Sccurity of 
the Proteſtant Religion conſiſts in its being. the immo- 
vable Truth of God, which if well laid to Heart 
would contribute more to its Preſervation than all 
the Teſts and Penal. Laws un. the World ; And intrea- 
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ting you ſtill to remember that it is not a bare Re- 
Pe: al of Penal Laws and Teſts that his Majeſty deſigns, 
but the ſure and firm Eſtabliſhment of Liberty, 
(th2 only ſecular Advantage, 2s I have often ſaid, 

that Gods Truth requires ) Which if rightly un- 


 der{tood , and if a juſt dittintion were made bc- 


tween the free Enjoyment of Civil Rights ( the 
proper Object and End of Government ) aid 
that Liberty of Conſcience in *matters of K-/1o15n over 
wiuch God has reterved to himlelt the incormuni- 
cable Rizht, would quickly bring the World to the 
happ: 'elt State that it can ever attain to. - Theſe 
things, Ifay, being premiſed, I proceed to oblerve 
what you fay for making out your Aflertion, v41z, 
That the tz thing arvay of theſe Excluſive Laws would bring 
Roman Catholicks into both Hovſes of Parliament and ail 
ether publich Imployments ; That in theſe Impls ment s they 
would not agree 2 74th Froteltants ; But that becauſe of 
their con'rary Prin! ples, Jealouſies would ariſe, which hi; 
Va aj r9uld not be able 0 rej ud 5; . And that there is 4 
great difference between He Catholicks aud Pro- 
reliants, bec mfe the former Exclude, Suppreſs and Perſe. 
cute, where eur they can do it ſafely, And if they were ad. 
mitted into Truſts they would not 6: aly favour their o3n Re- 
(19101, as all Menin oy er do, but it 041d not bee. aſte for 
the King 70 reſiſt them, bec- VIE the 'Y 37C ould preſs t D111 12 font 
of Co ofcrence , ant that then Proteſtants would want all 
Support of Law; and Encouragement from the Magiſtrates. 
This way of Reaſoning, ſo manifeſtly procceding 
from an over anxious Jealoulie, mult needs be 16 
much 
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much the leſs Satisfaftory,in that'it is obvious to all Men 
how much that croſs and froward Humour 1s diſpoſed to 
convert the molt proper Antidotes'for its Cure, into the 
Nouniſhment of its Malady. | 

But more particularly, Firft, It is evident that the 
ftrength of all obje&ed, tho in ſofter Expreſſions, Is 
T bat this deſign of Liberty is only preten led ani carried on for 
the better advancement of Popery. But, ſeeing his Majeſty 
hath in this matter declared the uprightnels of his In- 
tentions with the cleareſt and moſt forcible Expreffions, 
delivered with ail the binding Circumſtances of a full 
Aſſurance , which from a Prince of his Veracity and 
Firmneſs may be fufticient to convince the moſt Incre- 
dulous,and allo confirmed the Sincerity of his Purpoſe by 
the Evidence of things incapable of any conſiſtency with 
the Defign ſulpeted, what place can be found for fo im- 
probable a Suggettion ? For it being undeniably evident 
toall confhidering Men that the plain contrary Methods to 
what his Majefty now practifes had been the moſt direct 
and eftectual Ones for the introducing of Potery ; and 
that the preſſing and carrying on the Execution of Penal 
Laws, begun to his Hand, might in all human appear- 
ance have broken and undone that Party which has in 
all times been judged remoteſt from, and moſt Oppotlite 
and Zealous againſt Popery ; and ſo have left that etitor 


Party, the Church of England, (who after the a&tins of 


ſuch an unchriſtian Perſecution, would never have b2:n 
ftrong enough nor have had the Hearts to indure the like, 
and whole fequacious Temper in matters of Religion, 
falling in with the Intereſt of their Livinos and Dicnitice, 
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may abundantly be ſeen- in our Records) to be the only 
feeble Defenders. of Proteffan:y, already more than half 
ruined ; Ought not his Majefties Moderate and Generous 
Deportment ſo contrary to thoſe Methods for ever free 
Him from ſo foul a Suſpition ? This real and moft 
ſenſible Demonſtration of his Majeſties Truth and Sin- 
cerity is ſomuch the more to be regarded, in that it 1s 
known how His entry into the Government was fortified 
with the ſuppreſſing of InſurreQions ; which not only 
might have rendred His Power more terrible, and pro- 
vokd Him to greater Seve1ities, but alſo might have 
been made ute of to have involved one way or other (no 
new thing in the World) a great part of the Diſſenters in 
the Fate and Ruin of thoſe broken Parties. 

But, Seconly, although you ſay. There is a great dif- 
erence betwixt Roman Catholicks and Proteſtants in the 
buſineſs of Perſecution, Yet in the preſent. Controverkie, 
I muſt beg leaye of you, and all Proteſtants, to ſay that 
this comes 11] from thoſe of the Church of England, whoſe 
Exclufions, Supprefſions and Perſecutions, (to uſe your 
own terms) all things confidered, are in the Judgment 
of many ſober People more Unchriſtian (tho per- 
haps not ſo Severe) than any of thoſe deplorable In- 
ſtances whach you ſay are in many places abroad this Nay 
before our Eyes. It1s true that Strangers, having eafjer 
opportunity to know the Do&trine of the Church of Eng- 
land, agreeing with that of the beſt Proteſtants, than to 
obſerve their dealings with their Diftenting Brethren for 
the reje&ing. of her Ceremonies, can ſcarce. think 1t 
poſſible that this Difterence ſhould have produced =_ 

olent 
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olent a.Perſecution ; eſpecially againſt ſuch who imme- 
diately before had done them the greateſt Service,in con- 
tributing ſo readily to the means of their Reſtitution, 
And it 15 true alſo that ſome of that Communion, eſpecial- 
oY in your Parts, (as appears by their late Prints) do en- 
deavour to Apologize for their former Rigours and 
Cruelties, partly by exclaiming againſt Perſecution, and 
partly by ſuggeſting that the late Severities utced againft 
Diſſenters were ſet on Foot by a Popiſh Party and Defion 
at Court, on purpoſe to increaſe their Number an.l 
render them more unquiet, that fothe Parliament might 
have been conſtrain'd to grant a general Toleration wherein 
the Roman CatHolicks might be included ; The great De- 
fign of this Miſtery. But the firſt of thoſe Excules being 
now too late, and the other being falſe, and viibly at- 
fected; I cannot but ſtill wiſh that this their extraordinary 
Zeal for the Exclufion of Reman Catholicks be not a meer 
efte& of their itch after their former Power and Pra&ice 
of Perſecuting Proteſtant Diſſenters ; and withal that the 
Remembrance of our late Sufferings may put Proteſtants as 
well as Roman Catholicks in mind of their Failings, to the 
end that all Parties may become more ſober and averle to 
all manner of Perſecution for ever. 

Thirdly, Seeing you lay the greateſt ſtreſs of your 
Argument upon the hazard that you pretend lies in the 
making of Roman Catholicks capable of, and giving them 
Entry iuw pyblick Imployments, and particularly to 
take places it: th Houſes of Parliament , I 1ntreat 

ou to obſerve that +. ;, cient in point of fact, that 
Roman Catbolicks are alreas, ; many Publick Imploy- 
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ments, and that thoſe -Imployments will always depend, 
_ as they have ever depended, upon the pleature of the 
Prince Regnant: So that confidering how it is with us 
at this preſent, any Man that is poſlefled with this Fear 
ought rather to rejoyce then to be grieved at his Ma- 
Jeſtie's deſign of Liberty ; Becauſe it plainly carries a Re- 
lief againſt this Apprehenhion, by opening a Door to 
Diſſenting Proteſtants alſo to enter into ſuch Imploy<« 
ments, who are not forward to do it while the rcſtrai- 
-ning Laws,that lie upon them alſo, remain in force. And 
as his Majeſty hath already begun to ſhew his Equality 
1m conferring of Publick Imployments as well on Diſ/enters 
as on Roman Catholicks, the taking away-of thoſe Laws 
will certainly induce Him to a yet greater Freedom in 
that particular. Whereas on the contrary, it is. more 
than 'probable that the refuſing to gratifie Him in that 
Repeal, may, inſtead of hindering Roman Catholicks to be 
further imployed -in Publick Trufts, rather provoke 
Him by the drſobligation to intend the thing more 
vigorouſly ; and alſo irritate that whole Party, (who 
muft needs look upon this Denyal for the preſent as 
a Threatning for the future) to more extraordinary 
and worſe Courſes. And as to what is commonly ſaid, 
that the keeping up of the Teſt will at leaft be a Bar 
to many, who otherwiſe might be tempted to turn 
by the Bait of a good Imployment ; as alſo that it will 
be ſome Reftraint upon ſuch as are adyar<4, 2nd make 
them at moderately ; I muft crav- !&ave to ſay that 
the contrary 1s to me far mor- probable : For whoſo- 


-£ver can be ſuppoſed ca--vle to turn for a place, will 
certainly 
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_ EFrtainly time his turn, ſo as that it may have moſt of 
Merit ; and conſequently will rather ſeek to recommend 
himſelf by a frank reliance upon the Kings Declarati- 
on for Liberty, than come in ſneakingly afterwards 
under the Security of the defired Repeal; Eſpecially when 
it cannot be doubted but that, both by the Fundamen- 
tal Laws of Goverment, and alſo by the force of his 
Majeſtie's Prerogative, from which no Succeſſor will 
willingly derogate, thoſe that are or ſhall be imployed 
are .in all Events ſecured ; And that at leaſt it is incon- 
travertibly as ſafe for a Man to accept of a publick 
Imployment as to go toa Conventicle. 

Fourthly, The moft material Confideration on this 
Point ſeems to be much by you negle&ed, viz. That we 
are not in the con lition of an abſolute free choice, but under 
the limited offer'of a plain alternative, I mean, Either that 
the preſent "Liberty /hall be continue! on conlition that the 
reſtraints f ' etts be alſo taken sf from Roman Catho- 
licks s 0 elſe, if this be denye {. that the nther hall at 
leaſt become more precarious Now, whether a true Pro- 
teſtant, having the fear of God, (as you exprels it) if 
this ConjunQure, and in a jult view of all our Circum- 
ſtances, may not very allowably think that the free 
Liberty of the Goſpel ( as being Gods way) is more 
valuable, as to the Intereft of the Proteſtant Religion, 
than the excluſion of a few Roman Catholicks from ha- 
ving Place in Parliament, ( for to this narrow Compaſs 
welee it plainly brought) which is but Man's way ; an 
whether this laſt may not well be conſented to, for the 
eſtabliſhing of the firſt, Sy all Impartial M-n judge. 
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You tell us that If the Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhould, avon 
this acceunt, be deprived of their Libetty, the Roman Ca- 
tholicks are only to blame for it; Who, rather than be 
reſtraincd from having a ſhare inthe Government, do 
chute ro have both themſelves and the Proteſient Di|/ enters 
ly till under the weight of the Penal Laws. Butif the 
propoſal made to the Difſenters be fair, and their com- 
plyance not finful, you muft of neceſſity grant that for 
them to be diſpoſlefied of their Liberty (the great con- 
cern of their Souls, and the beſt method of ſupporting 
true Religion) is but poorly repaired, by telling them that. 
the Roman Catbo!icks are to blame for it. 

Fijthly, Your frequent ſuppoſing That the Roman 
Cathelicks w/; be [1:11 attemping to overturn the Proteſtant 
Relizion, anti 1i/tarb the King /oms Peace, aut that they 
will pet into all places of Truſt, an! preſs the King in Con- 
ſcience, anl give Him no reſt until thry ac ompliſh their 
Delrgns, apprar to me to he too manifeſt improve- 
ments of a melancholy Jealouhte. For, as hath been. 
cf.2n farl, It is not a ſample Repeal of Penal Laws 
anl Teſts, but the Eſtabliſhment of an equal Tiherty, 
whereby the Proteftant as well as the Roman Catholick ma 
be ſecured againſt all Perſecution, that his Majeſty de. 
figns. $9 that it 1s not poſſible that you ſhould judge 
the Repcal of the Teſt to be the licenfing of Roman Catho« 
licks to attempt the ruin of the Proteftant Religion, unleſs 
you think that the Proteſtant Religion can- never by Law 
be ſecured againſt the attempts of others, if it be not- 
at the ſame time armed with a Power to perſecuts - 
them. 
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S$zthly, You tell us, That Roman Catholicks are net ſhut 
out among ft you from Military Imployments, and that it had 
been bard to bave done it ; both becauſe the gool Services they did 
you in the Wars for defence of your Liberty deſerved that Re- 
compence ; and becauſe their Numbers being but few, any Incon- 
wenience ariſing from their admiſſon might eaſily be prevented. 
Now by this you plainly acknowledge that this whole 
matter 1s ſubject to a Rational Deliberation, and is to be 
determined by the weighing the Conveniencies und In- 
convenienctes that attend tuch an Admiſſion or Exclufion, 
without entering into any deeper reflection, about the 
Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulnels thereof. And further, muſt 
tell you that his Majeſty has not only the ſameConſiderati- 
ons that you mention to move Him in Favour of his R9- 
man Catholick Subjects, but,all things confidered, I think 
it may very well be afſerted that the admitting of Komen 
\Catvalicks with you to Military Imployments is much 
more unnecefſary,than the admittir'g of them with us to 
place in Parhament (upon the Conditions declare] can 
be dang-rous ; and that if the Adventure be on this file 
more hazardous, yet it it compenſated with counterba- 
lancing Advantages, that render it much more exculable 
than your unneceflary Pratice. 

Seventy, Tho you are pleaſed according to your or- 
dinary Prudence and Moderation to propole your Fears 
with much Modeſty, yet others there are in your Parts, 
as well as here, who ſpeak out the Devices of their own 
Imaginations more plainly, and tell us 7":t if the Teft 
were taken away, his Majeſty might by a new Creation of Peers, 
and by bald Returns into the _ of Commons, get a Parli:- 
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ment of ſuch « Temper as would abſolutely forbid the Exerciſe 
of te Proteſtant Religion,, Revive the AF De Combu- 
rendo and make yet. greater. Alterations in. the Govern- 
ment. But how vain. and groundleſs, to fay no 
worſe, theſe. Apprehenfions - are may appear by 
what- his Aajefty hath already done in putting a ftop te 
our late Perfecution ; which in the opinion of many 
might have.carried on. that change in Religion more 
effectually (becauſe more: eafily and inſenfibly) than 
the At - De Comburendo, and all the Fires that it kin 
dled. Behdes, whatever be. the. Security that Men as» 
ſcribe to theſe Excluding Laws, it is only from the 
force they have as Ads of Parliament that it ariſes. 
Why then ſhould © not the ſame force of a Law as well 
ſecure the Proteſtant Religion in 1ts juſt. Liberty, without 
the Power of perſecuting, as now its thought todo with 
it? And as for the Facility . the King may have ta 
ll both Houfes with Reman Catholicks, when the Teſt ſhall 
be abrcgited, Why may he not as well firft fill them in 
that manner, and abrogate it afterwards? For it is 
judged by many to be no leis than a Fundamental in our 
Governnent-- that the King's Call, with the Peoples 
Choice, and the Lords and Commens Afſembling there- 
uport - with his- Majeſties . Apprabation, . are all the 
Effentialls of a Parliament; and 'that no Parliament 
can-ſo pre-engage and limit another, by any A& or 


Oath, that 1t-cannot, AQ as. a Parliament until. it firſt | 


comply. therewithal: If fuch a Power of; Limitation 
were admitted, One Parltament-might, by an Oath fra- 
med-tor- the purpole, reſtrain, weaken, and'even-make 
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hoid the Power of all ſucceeding Parliaments for ever? 
So long indeed as Oatbs and Tefts appointed. by AQts of 
Parliament do ftand unrepealed, they are undoubtedly 
binding. But to think. that One Parkiament can ſo 
bind up and preſcribe Rules to Another, that, tho it may 
repeat the very A& ſo binding and preſcribing, yet it 
hath not Power to do ſo till firſt it ſubmit it ſelf by 
Oath unto the Rules preſcribed (and then perjure it ſelf 


by the Repeal) is an Abſurdity againſt the very Effence- 


of Parliaments. | 
But Laſtly, As matters ought not to be ſtrained on et- 


ther fide, (eſpecially when all things concur on his Mas 
Jeſties part to per{wade to a fair and right underſtanding, 
in order to the eſtabliſhing of Peace, ſecuring of Righs 


and Property, and the putting an end to our fo unna- - 
tural and unchriſtian Perlecutions) So it cannot be doub- - 
ted by any diſcerning Perſon, that the preſent Security / 
of the Proteſtant Religion 1n theſe Kingdoms doth ſcarce at 


all depend on either Penal Laws or Teſts,, but principal- 
ly on his Majeſties Wildom and Moderation, on the Con» 


ftitution.of our Government,and on thoſe juſt Arguments | 
for mutual Forbearance, which our preſent Circumſtan- 
ces do forcibly ſuggeſt ta all Men, of all Parties, that are ' 
capable to underſtand their own: Intereſt , and have ' 
not wholy abandoned the care of it. Seeing there» - 


fore that it remains evident, from what hath been + 


faid, that all theſe Exelufive Laws upon account- of * 
Religion, however Legal they may be ca!led,are ne ways * 
Evangelical ; and that though they may have been at © 


&ſ{t piouſly intended forthe Conſervations of Religion, 
= 
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- and for the publick ſafety, yet in the event they have 
always proved unprofita.le and unpolitick ; And fee- 
ing alſo that all tie Jealouhies to 1ndultrioutly railed to 
obttru& his Majelties pretent Dcfign of Liberty are ſuffi- 
ciently removed, not only by the alfurance of his Royal 
Word, and the manifeft engagement cf his Honour, but 
by the demonſtrative Evidence that lyes in the circum- 

Rances of things themlelves, I cannot but heartily with 

that all M-n, an\l above ail their Highnefſes, may give 
their etfectual concurrence to fo goo and great a work. 

It is 1 confels, as you ſay, very natural for All, pertons 
; in Power to tavour thoſe of their own Religion; An&#this 
-in my Opinion ought to oblige us to make the faireft 
.conſtru'tion of what his Majeſty doth in behalf of thote 
that are of his. Bt it muft alto be acknowledged that it 
is a very cxtraordinary,and a moſt noble and generous 
Diſpotition, in his Majeſty, to be'fo gentle and indulgent - 
"ts thoſe of his Subjects that are of a different Religion 
from his: And that ought to beget in us an intire con- 
.fidence in what he promiles, and perſwade all his Sub- 
jeas,of what Profeſſion toever, to reſt aſſured both of a 
Arm Support 1n the deligned Law of Liberty, and of 
.4 favourable Protection in his Majefties Authority, 

In my former Letters I adventured to infinuate to m 
Friend how much I judged their Highnefles obliged, as 
*well by their own 1ntereft and that of the Porteſtant Keli- 
gion, as by their Relation to his Majcſty, to comply with 
Him 1n this Aﬀair, But that being a Subject too high and 
00 delicate for me to ingage any further in, I will not 
mow preſume to add any thung turther upok it. 


My 


(35) 

My Lod, having thus taithfully repreſented to you 
fuch choughts as have occur d to my mind upon the per- 
ulal of your Letter, I judge it not needful nor decent 
for me to enter into further particulars; As how this 
Liberty may be eftablithed, to all the Intents and with- 
al the Advantages above mentioned. But, in my humble 
Opinion, his Majeſties Proclamations of the fourth of April 
1687. And of the twenty tourth of April laft, are a very 
excelicnt Foundation tor that Work; w hich I wiſh were 
compleated by a Parliamentary Ratification, to the vin- 
dicating of the Divine Right of Religion and Con{ci- 
ence from all Human Impoſitions, the confirming of our 
Peace, and the Advancement of his Majeſties Glory an1 
the Kingdoms Proſperity. It 1s no doubt a great Un- 
dertaking to ofter to fatishieall the Jealoufies and Fears 
that, in fuch high and tender matters, may ariſe from th - 


conflict of ſo various Intereſts as are concerned therein, 


But this ſmall Eflay that I have made, being g truly invo- 
luntary,% ſuch «5 your Lordſhip hath in a manner exto-- 
tel ſrom me, 1 hope thole Conliderations will be : *ccepte 
as a juft Apology tor my having thus far purſued it inal! 
Sincerity. And for the tuture tho I am fhrmly reſolved ty 
me«ddle no more in {uchDebates, Yet I ſhal always remain, 
as I acknowledge my elf to be indiſpcnſibly obliged, 
My Lord, 
Edinbargh, My Tour Lordſhip s moſt Humble ant moſt 
2008. 6 Obedient ana ho Tames Steward. 
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